there might be an inflation of prices which would hit
hard the poor people, who were supposed, through
these controls, to keep the wolf from the door and cover
their nakedness. They suspected the honesty of the
merchants, the growers and the middlemen. They
feared that they were waiting hawklike for the day of
removal of controls so that they might prey upon the
poor people and fill their pockets with ill-gotten gains.
It was for them a choice of two evils and they considered
the present control as a lesser evil.

APPEAL TO THE BUSINESS CLASS

Gandhiji, therefore, appealed to the mercantile
classes, growers and middlemen to disarm the suspicion
and assure the authorities that decontrol would not only
not lead to inflation but would lead to the comparative
happiness of the poor people and ease if not eradicate
black-marketing and corruption.
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SILENCE AT PRAYER
In his after-prayer speech Gandhiji exhorted the
audience to observe silence which had become the
usual thing but which was broken through the murmur
among women, of whom there was a large number
present that evening. On his drawing the attention of
the audience to the murmur, there was complete silence.
OVERSTEPPING THE LIMIT
He then apologized to the radio men for his occa-
sional breach of the rule that his speech should not
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